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Ryan Axe ��$ % *+)�+&)�
Jason Balsbaugh �#�$�%+�)0����&&#�������)�8�� �+���
Stacie  Bardell ��$ % *+)�+&)�
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The District has implemented a Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTII) model 
for the identification of Specific Learning Disability in the area of literacy in grades K-6 in 
all elementary buildings.   The District submitted applications for approval from the PA 
Bureau of Special Education to use the RTII model for identifying SLD and received it in 
all four elementary buildings.  This model: (1) emphasizes early intervention in the 
general education learning environment, (2) maximizes all staff’s expertise and services, 
and makes effective use of all existing resources, (3) assesses the student’s strengths 
and needs based on their academic performance in the general education setting, (4) 
delivers interventions in the general education environment that are based on 
observable, reliable, and measurable information, (5) frequently and directly monitors 
and charts student response to interventions, (6) de-emphasizes categories and labels 
while encouraging creativity, problem solving, and providing support to students, staff, 
and parents in a timely manner.  �
The District has implemented comprehensive universal screening and progress 
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monitoring, which is norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, formative, and diagnostic.  
The assessment program includes benchmarks, as well as progress monitoring 
assessments conducted by the classroom teacher and other professional staff.  The staff 
gather formative assessment data and collaborate with colleagues to make data-based 
instructional decisions.  The District has implemented a multi-tier assessment and 
intervention model, which includes parent notification and involvement, is prevention-
oriented and where each tier provides a greater degree of intensive and supportive 
intervention and assessment in response to student needs.  Supplemental intervention 
offers small group instruction, previewing/reviewing of content, a higher degree of 
corrective feedback, more time on difficult tasks, teaching to mastery, increased 
opportunities to respond, more frequent progress monitoring, and fewer transitions.  This 
is only delivered in conjunction with classroom instruction so that the classroom teacher 
never transfers ownership or responsibility for the solution to the instructional problem to 
other staff.  Students with significant academic needs are provided intervention which is 
more intensive and of longer duration and may include specially-designed instruction.  
General education, remedial education, and special education are working together as a 
unified team, with the same goal — to ensure that all students can learn and reach a 
level of proficiency.    �
The general education classroom has been identified as the first line of intervention.  
Teachers differentiate instruction based on student need and the role of the classroom 
teacher has been redefined to reflect that expectation.  Students are flexibly grouped 
according to their skills, as assessed through formative assessments.  Students are 
provided scientifically-validated interventions and assessments in the classroom and all 
teachers have been trained in the tools available.  When students are identified as at-
risk, they are provided with additional scientifically-validated intervention to increase the 
student’s rate of learning in the general education classroom by the general education 
teacher.  Some students are also provided with supplemental intervention of the same or 
similar scientifically-based intervention.  The District “Intervention Specialists,” who hold 
PA Special Education teaching certificates, provide the supplemental intervention either 
in or out of the regular classroom.  Students who participate in flexible intervention 
groups may come from several classrooms as groups are determined by skill, and not by 
homeroom.    �
The building principals along with core team members (school psychologists and 
learning facilitators) oversee the assessment and data collection process, assist the staff 
in utilizing the data gathered to inform instructional decisions, ensure instructional 
fidelity, and provide modeling as deemed necessary.  Grade level meetings are held on 
a monthly basis or bi-monthly basis in order to systematically review student-specific and 
school-wide data trends in academic and behavior performance.  The data is utilized to 
adjust flexible skills-based instructional groups, modify academic interventions, and 
identify patterns and solutions.  �
In evaluating student response to intervention, the staff during grade level meetings: (a) 
examine the development in skills over time, (b) examine the rate of the student’s 
response to the intervention(s), and (c) discuss the amount and intensity of resources 
that may be necessary to create or sustain a positive response.  Data for all students are 
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stored electronically and the student’s response to intervention is reviewed and graphed 
to allow for determination of each student’s performance.  �
If the response to intervention is questionable, the core team arranges for a Student 
Support Team (SST) meeting.  During the SST meeting the team reviews the progress 
monitoring data and establishes an intervention plan.  The intervention is implemented 
and students who are deemed as unresponsive to Tier 3 interventions could be 
considered for a special education evaluation. �
Referral for special education and decisions to identify a student for special education 
services are made based on data and after a plan of intervention has been implemented 
for a sufficient amount of time and student response has been repeatedly measured.  
Lack of appropriate instruction is ruled out through the intervention and repeated 
assessment process, which includes implementation of an instructional intervention as 
well as observations of routine classroom instruction to ensure instructional and 
assessment integrity.  Decisions to identify a student are made if students are not 
proficient on Pennsylvania State Standards, have significant skill deficits relative to 
peers (level), and if they are not showing significant response to scientifically-validated 
interventions.  No single piece of data or score collected directly determines special 
education eligibility.  In all cases, interventions, progress monitoring assessments, and 
observations are conducted prior to any disability determination and in conjunction with 
any parent requested evaluation.  If a parent requests a school-age evaluation, the 
school team meets with the family and reviews the data regarding progress that is being 
made and to discuss next steps in the process (continuation of interventions or 
continuation of interventions while conducting an evaluation).  When considering a 
student for a specific learning disability, all evaluations carefully consider whether the 
student’s level and rate of learning are the result of sensory disabilities, mental 
retardation, emotional disturbance, cultural factors, environmental or economic 
disadvantage, limited English proficiency, or lack of exposure to appropriate evidence-
based instruction.�
 This District continues to utilize the Discrepancy model for the identification of Specific 
Learning Disability in the areas of Math and Written Expression in grades K-6 and in all 
areas, including literacy, in grades 7-12.  That includes obtaining a measure of general 
cognitive ability for the student and measures of standardized achievement in the 
academic area being considered.  If a discrepancy can be demonstrated between the 
measure of cognitive ability and the measure of achievement, a Specific Learning 
Disability is identified. As in evaluations conducted using the RTII model, these 
evaluations also carefully consider and rule out learning difficulties due to sensory 
disabilities, mental retardation, emotional disturbance, cultural factors, environmental or 
economic disadvantage, limited English proficiency or lack of exposure to appropriate 
evidence-based instruction.�
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Warwick School District continues to be committed to (1) educating its students within 
the boundaries of the school district and (2) involving students in the general 
curriculum/environment for the maximum amount of time appropriate for the individual 
students.  Only after all supports and resources are exhausted does the district consider 
settings outside of the district.  Obviously, this does not include those placements that 
are made through the judicial or protective service systems.  A full continuum of services 
are available in the district or in conjunction with the intermediate unit and/or surrounding 
districts.  The IEP teams including parents and students (when appropriate) determine 
services and programs for students with disabilities.  The historical data regarding 
Complaints, Due Process Hearings, and Mediations attest to the planning and parent 
involvement that occurs in the decision-making process.�
There is opportunity at all levels for ongoing collaboration between parents, 
administrators, students, teachers, and support staff regarding students’ needs and 
successes.  When there are needs for assistive technology, related services, 
instructional accommodations and/or transition services, etc., teams are convened to 
initiate the process for securing the service needed.  The building principals, Director of 
Students Services, and Secondary Education Consultant are empowered to make 
decisions regarding fiscal obligations. This continues to minimize the obstacles that can 
delay the process of planning for students.  Additionally, the district employs 69 
paraprofessionals, including 34 that function as individual/personal care assistants.  
These individuals are in place to support students in the least restrictive environments.�
Decisions involved in placements in residential settings are interagency team decisions.  
Once a placement is secured, a district representative attends meetings or arranges for 
telephone conferences.  The district representative continues to monitor the progress of 
the student within the residential setting.�
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LEA Goals Addressed:   
#1 Establish a district system that fully 
ensures barriers to student learning are 
addressed in order to increase student 
achievement and graduation rates. 

Strategy #1: Dropout Prevention Expansion 

    
Start End Title Description 

8/29/2014 8/31/2017 
Implement the Link Crew 
program as a freshmen 

transition program. 
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*�  ��"� (��������%��&����%#$#('�%�'�.�� #"��*�'�����%��&�����&��$ �"��%���%%� &��"��
��� (%��%�'�1�

 Person Responsible SH S EP Provider Type App. 
 High School 

Administration 
6 2 3 Boomerang Project For Profit 

Company 
Yes 

 

 Knowledge 
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 Supportive 
Research  
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 Designed to Accomplish 

  
For classroom teachers, school 
counselors and education 
specialists: 
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For school and district 
administrators, and other 
educators seeking leadership 
roles: 
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 Participant Roles 
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 Follow-up Activities 
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Evaluation Methods 
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LEA Goals Addressed:   
#1 Establish a district system that fully 
ensures barriers to student learning are 
addressed in order to increase student 
achievement and graduation rates. 

Strategy #1: Common Assessment within 
Grade/Subject 
Strategy #2: Data Analysis Procedures, 
Data-Informed Instruction, Data Teams & 
Data Warehousing 
Strategy #3: Technology Infrastructure 
Enhancement/Technology Access and 
Training Increase 
Strategy #4: Curriculum Mapping 
Strategy #5: Differentiating Instruction 

    
Start End Title Description 

10/31/2014 6/30/2017 

Implement data analysis using 
various assessment 
measures, and make 

instructional adjustments 
based on student achievement 

data 
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 Person Responsible SH S EP Provider Type App. 
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 Building principals 1.0 25 50 Building Principal School 
Entity 

No 
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 Supportive 
Research  
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��������������������������������������������������������������33�
�'�#"� ��&&#���'�#"�#��
� �!�"'�%,����## ��%�"��$� &/���&'��%��'�����#%���''�%����## &��+��%$'����%#!��#�"�����'��#%�&/��2�2�
��$�%'!�"'�#����(��'�#"�5978860�

�2���
( ',��"���2���&&�%�5978862����
������������������������
�����������������
����������	����2�����
�����%&��$��"�����%"�"����"'�%/��"� �*##�/���0������?����%"��%�&&0�


#)� �&��/�	2��2/��#� �/��2/�.���"�/��2�5"2�262�����������'���"� ,&�&����!�"��$%#��&&2���'%��)���#"���,�:/�
9788/��%#!��''$144***2%'�"�'*#%�2#%�4�&&�"'�� 4�&&�&&!�"'4��'�3��&��4'��!$%#��&&0�

����'�#"� ��"�#%!�'�#"�#"��%#��&&�#"� ����%"�"���#!!("�'��&�5�(�#(%/�����%/���",/��'�262�

��

��
  
 Designed to Accomplish 

  
For classroom teachers, school 
counselors and education 
specialists: 

 �"��"��&�'�����(��'#%2&��#"'�"'��"#* ������"�'����%���#��'�����(��'#%2&�
��%'�����'�#"�#%��&&��"!�"'1 

 	"�%��&�&�'�����(��'#%2&�'�����"��&��  &���&���#"�%�&��%���#"������'�)��$%��'���.�*�'��
�''�"'�#"���)�"�'#��"'�%)�"'�#"&��#%�&'%(�� �"��&'(��"'&1�

 �%#)���&���(��'#%&�*�'����)�%��',�#��� �&&%##!4��&����&&�&&!�"'�&��  &��"��'���&��  &�
"������'#��"� ,-���"��(&����'���"��"&'%(�'�#"� �����&�#"4!���"�1�

�
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For school and district 
administrators, and other 
educators seeking leadership 
roles: 

 �%#)���&�'����"#* ������"��&��  &�'#�'��"���"��$ �"�&'%�'�����  ,.��"&(%�"��'��'�
�&&�&&!�"'&.��(%%��( (!.��"&'%(�'�#".�&'����$%#��&&�#"� ���(��'�#".�'�����"��!�'�%�� &��"��
�"'�%)�"'�#"&��#%�&'%(�� �"��&'(��"'&��%��� ��"���'#������#'��%��&�*�  ��&�'#���""&, )�"��2&�
�����!���&'�"��%�&1 

 �%#)���&� ����%&�*�'��'������ �',�'#�����&&��"��(&���$$%#$%��'����'��'#��"�#%!�
����&�#"4!���"�1�

 �!$#*�%&� ����%&�'#��%��'�����( '(%��#��'�����"���"�� ��%"�"�.�*�'���"��!$��&�&�#"�
 ��%"�"�1�

�

 Training Format 

 ���## ����# ���%#($��%�&�"'�'�#" 
 ��$�%'!�"'��#�(&����%�&�"'�'�#"�

�
 

 Participant Roles 

 � �&&%##!�'�����%& 
 �%�"��$� &�3��&&'1��%�"��$� &�
 ���## ��#("&� #%&�
 �'��%���(��'�#"� �

&$���� �&'&�

�

Grade Levels 

 � �!�"'�%,�4��%�!�%,�5$%�
�4��%����:6 
 � �!�"'�%,�4�	"'�%!����'��5�%���&�;4<6�
 ���� ��5�%���&�=4?6�
 �����5�%���&�@4:;6�

�

 

 Follow-up Activities 

 ���!���)� #$!�"'��"��
&��%�"��#���#"'�"'4�%��� �&&#"�
�!$ �!�"'�'�#"�#('�#!�&.�*�'��
�")# )�!�"'�#����!�"�&'%�'#%��"�3#%�
$��%& 

 �"� ,&�&�#��&'(��"'�*#%�.�
*�'����!�"�&'%�'#%��"�3#%�$��%&�

�

Evaluation Methods 

 � �&&%##!�#�&�%)�'�#"��#�(&�"��#"�
���'#%&�&(����&�$ �""�"���"��$%�$�%�'�#".�
�"#* �����#���#"'�"'.�$����#�,��"��
&'�"��%�&.�� �&&%##!��")�%#"!�"'.�
�"&'%(�'�#"� ��� �)�%,��"��$%#��&&�#"� �&!1 

 �'�"��%��-���&'(��"'��&&�&&!�"'�
��'��#'��%�'��"�'��������

 � �&&%##!�&'(��"'��&&�&&!�"'���'��

�
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LEA Goals Addressed:   
#1 Establish a district system that fully 
ensures barriers to student learning are 
addressed in order to increase student 
achievement and graduation rates. 

Strategy #1: Common Assessment within 
Grade/Subject 
Strategy #2: Online Learning Opportunities 
Strategy #3: Curriculum Mapping 
Strategy #4: Differentiating Instruction 

    
Start End Title Description 

6/30/2015 9/29/2017 

Provide professional 
development in differentiated 
instruction and the framework 

for the management and 
routines to use to maximize 

student growth 

������%&�*�  � ��%"��#*�'#��!$ �!�"'�%�&��%��4��&��������%�"'��'����"&'%(�'�#"� �
$%��'���&��"�'���� �&&%##!�*�'������ �',1��%��"�"��*�  ���"� (����#*�'#��(� ���� ��%"�"��
�")�%#"!�"'��"����)� #$�� �&&%##!�%#('�"�&�'#�!�+�!�-��&'(��"'��%#*'��*�� ��
�����%�"'��'�"���"&'%(�'�#"1��)���"���#���!$ �!�"'�'�#"�*�  ��"� (���'�����%�&(%)�,�
��'�.�&'(��"'��#!!#"��&&�&&!�"'���'�.��"��*� �'�%#(����"��#�&�%)�'�#"���'��
&�#*�"�������%�"'��'����"&'%(�'�#"� �$%��'���&1�

 Person Responsible SH S EP Provider Type App. 
 Building principal 6.0 6 350 Designated district staff members School 

Entity 
Yes 

 

 Knowledge 
������%&�*�  ����"��"#* �����'#��&&�&'��"�'�����)� #$!�"'�#���� ��%"�"���")�%#"!�"'�'#�&($$#%'������%�"'��'���
�"&'%(�'�#".��"� (��"���"&'%(�'�#"� �&'%�'����&��"��� �&&%##!�%#('�"�&1�

   

 Supportive 
Research  

�� ��"�%.��%��,��1�5���1�;9:96������������
��������	������

�������������������1���(��'�#"� ������%&��$0��# 1�
=>�
(!��%�<1/��"������'�#"� �%�&��%����"��$(� ���'�#"&��,���%# ��""��#! �"&#".��"��%&#".��  �".���  .��  �&.�
�#%'��"�'#".��,�#'&�,.��'�1�

  
 Designed to Accomplish 

  
For classroom teachers, school 
counselors and education 
specialists: 

 �"��"��&�'�����(��'#%2&��#"'�"'��"#* ������"�'����%���#��'�����(��'#%2&�
��%'�����'�#"�#%��&&��"!�"'1 

 	"�%��&�&�'�����(��'#%2&�'�����"��&��  &���&���#"�%�&��%���#"������'�)��$%��'���.�*�'��
�''�"'�#"���)�"�'#��"'�%)�"'�#"&��#%�&'%(�� �"��&'(��"'&1�
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 �%#)���&���(��'#%&�*�'����)�%��',�#��� �&&%##!4��&����&&�&&!�"'�&��  &��"��'���&��  &�
"������'#��"� ,-���"��(&����'���"��"&'%(�'�#"� �����&�#"4!���"�1�

 �!$#*�%&���(��'#%&�'#�*#%�������'�)� ,�*�'��$�%�"'&��"���#!!("�',�$�%'"�%&1�

�

 

  

For school and district 
administrators, and other 
educators seeking leadership 
roles: 

 �%#)���&�'����"#* ������"��&��  &�'#�'��"���"��$ �"�&'%�'�����  ,.��"&(%�"��'��'�
�&&�&&!�"'&.��(%%��( (!.��"&'%(�'�#".�&'����$%#��&&�#"� ���(��'�#".�'�����"��!�'�%�� &��"��
�"'�%)�"'�#"&��#%�&'%(�� �"��&'(��"'&��%��� ��"���'#������#'��%��&�*�  ��&�'#���""&, )�"��2&�
�����!���&'�"��%�&1 

 �!$#*�%&� ����%&�'#��%��'�����( '(%��#��'�����"���"�� ��%"�"�.�*�'���"��!$��&�&�#"�
 ��%"�"�1�

�

 Training Format 

 ������# ���%#($��%�&�"'�'�#" 
 ��%��&�#���#%�&�#$&�
 ���## ����# ���%#($��%�&�"'�'�#"�
 ��$�%'!�"'��#�(&����%�&�"'�'�#"�
 �%#��&&�#"� ����%"�"���#!!("�'��&�

�

 

 Participant Roles 

 � �&&%##!�'�����%& 
 �%�"��$� &�3��&&'1��%�"��$� &�
 �($'�3��&'��($'&�3�����3��+�

��%�
 ���## ��#("&� #%&�
 
�*��'����
 �'��%���(��'�#"� �

&$���� �&'&�

�

Grade Levels 

 � �!�"'�%,�4��%�!�%,�5$%�
�4��%����:6 
 � �!�"'�%,�4�	"'�%!����'��5�%���&�;4<6�
 ���� ��5�%���&�=4?6�
 �����5�%���&�@4:;6�

�

 
 Follow-up Activities  ���!���)� #$!�"'��"�� Evaluation Methods  � �&&%##!�#�&�%)�'�#"��#�(&�"��#"�
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&��%�"��#���#"'�"'4�%��� �&&#"�
�!$ �!�"'�'�#"�#('�#!�&.�*�'��
�")# )�!�"'�#����!�"�&'%�'#%��"�3#%�
$��%& 

 �"� ,&�&�#��&'(��"'�*#%�.�
*�'����!�"�&'%�'#%��"�3#%�$��%&�

 �%��'�"�� �&&#"&�'#�!��'�
)�%����&'(��"'� ��%"�"��&', �&�

 ���%4'#4$��%� �&&#"�
��&�(&&�#"�

�

���'#%&�&(����&�$ �""�"���"��$%�$�%�'�#".�
�"#* �����#���#"'�"'.�$����#�,��"��
&'�"��%�&.�� �&&%##!��")�%#"!�"'.�
�"&'%(�'�#"� ��� �)�%,��"��$%#��&&�#"� �&!1 

 �'(��"'��������'��
 �'�"��%��-���&'(��"'��&&�&&!�"'�

��'��#'��%�'��"�'��������
 � �&&%##!�&'(��"'��&&�&&!�"'���'��
 ��%'���$�"'�&(%)�,�
 ��)��*�#��$�%'���$�"'� �&&#"�$ �"&�

�
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��!" ��"�	�$������� ��"���!�
�

������� ��"��"�"��!���!" ��"�	�$���
����%�!���$�������������� �����)�����%���������'�%�"��"���
������������ �$�!���!����22�
�+�����)�����"� !�4)�12)�16)�����49+������!������ ��"��"�"������"��"!�� ��
" #��������  ��"�����"��"�"��������%�!���������� ��#�������!���"�������"���!��������!" ��"-�
���
������!��������"������ �!"��#�������� � '�#�"���"�����&"� ��#�� �'�!����#�������"�������"������ ��� �
�� ��������#��� �28���'!�%�����$� �����!��� !"+�

������� ��"��"�"��� �!���!�!����"���
 ���!!��������#��"������ ����#���"���!�����"���
 ���!!������
��$�������"���������"�"�����"��!����#!����"������ ���������!���������!"��������� �"�������������
!"��������� !����"�� ��&�����"���
���!'�$��������������!"���� �!������������"����� ��!#����"�
� ��!+�

�����������������	�������������
����������������
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����������#��"�������� ��"���!�
�

�����!������ ���# �#��� !"�������"��"���'� ��#�!"!��� ���'���$��"���!�� ���"�������"� �14�
 ��#��"���!)�!"���� �!)��������!)������ ����# �!��#!"������������% �"����"��"���
���!'�$�����
���� "���"������#��"���+�����!��������!" ��"�#��� !"���!�"��"�"�������������#��"������������"����
"�����!" ��"�	�$���
����%���������� �$����'�
���������� ������%�"��"��������%����� �"� ����!�!�"��� "��
���22�
�+�������������.�14+104������!��� "����"�����!" ��"�	�$���
���*�

1+ ��� ��� �����#��� ��������!� $���!)�� �� ��!�������"� ��"�$����������"!��$��������"��"���
!��������!" ��"��� ���������"�������������"�"�������"���!���������#��"����� �� ��!����"���
!��������!" ��"+�

2+ ����!��������!" ��"���!�����"����������������!'!"���"������"�)�����"��'������$��#�"��'�#���
����� ������������ ���%���� ��"��#��"�"�������������%�"������!�����"'������������ �!�������
��#��"���� �!������%�"����"���!��������!" ��"/!��# �!���"���+��������������"���!�������"��)�
����"�����)�����#!����������!���,������+������������� ���!!������ ����# �!�� ���$��#�"���
�� ��"!������"�$���!!+�����!��������!" ��"���������"!��������!�!�"����!!�����"�������������
���� ��"����"��"����#����)�� ����(�"���!)��������!)���������$��#��!�����"����!"�������#�����!�!+�

3+ ����!��������!" ��"���!�����"����������!������ ����# �!�"��"��!!# ��"��"�!"#���"!�%�"��
��!�����"��!�� ������#����������� �����#��"����� �� ��!������&" ��#  ��#�� ��������,
���������� �� ��!�������"�$�"��!�"��"�����&��#���&"��"���� �� ��"��������� ������%�"�����
����$��#���(�����#��"����
 �� ��+�

4+ ����!��������!" ��"�%���������'�%�"��"���
������ "���"������#��"���)��# ��#������������
��#��"���/!� �$�!������"����� ���!!+�

5+ ����!��������!" ��"������%!�"���!"�"���������� ����#�������!��� ��� "�����"�������!"#���"!�%�"��
��!�����"��!����!"�"��������!" ��",%�����!!�!!���"!�����#�����"�����"� ����"�������
�� "�����"���)�"���������� ����������"���!)�����"�����"���!�����!!�!!����!"#���"!��� �
%���� ��#�� ��!!�!!���"��!���"���� �� ��"�+�

6+ ����!��������!" ��"����� �!�"���
���!'�$��������� "���"������#��"����"��"��#��!� ����$���
"� �#����� "�����"�������"������������!!�!"����� ����# !����"�� �� ��)�������)�%�������
#!���"����������� ��&�����"����#  ��"���$������!� $���!������ �� ��!�� �$�����"��!"#���"!�
%�"����!�����"��!����"��!���������#��"���������'+�
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